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Family Partnership Process

• The Family Partnership Process is required by Head Start 
Performance Standards.

*1302.52 Family Partnership Services



Family Partnership Process 
Requirements

• The Family Partnership Process includes supporting and 
collaborating with families in their interests, needs, aspirations and 
with a FPA goal.

• Staff and families should be working towards developing a strength-
based goal together. 



• The Process must be initiated as early in the program as possible.

• The on-going process needs to be discussed & documented with 
each family throughout the year on an individualized basis.

• Family Strengths and Needs Assessment is also required to be 
completed with families.

Family Partnership Process 
Requirements



Family Partnership Process 
Requirements

• The Assessment must 
identified family 
strengths and needs in 
all Family Outcomes 
areas, within the Head 
Start Parent, Family, & 
Community 
Engagement 
Framework.



Family Partnership Process 
Requirements

• This is a breakdown 
of the Family 
Outcomes section 
that will be utilized 
when setting family 
goals.

section that will be utilized 
when setting family goals.



Family Partnership Process 
Requirements

• The Family Strengths and Needs assessment data can be used to 
help set a Family Goal.

• The “Resource Tools” from the Family Service Credentialing training 
may also be used to help set appropriate, strength-based goals. 



Family Partnership Process 
Requirements

• Goals may change throughout the year as the family and the needs 
of the family change. 

• Goals, actions, time lines and revisions should be made on a 
regular basis that meets the family’s individual needs.

• A family may have more than one Family Goal completed 
throughout the program year.



Family Partnership Process 
Requirements

• Duplication of services should be avoided. 

• If a family is working towards a goal with another agency, support 
and document the goal. Do not create another goal, unless the 
family requests it.



Foster Families



Foster Families
If a Foster Parent does NOT want to create 
an FPA, and does not have a biological or 

adopted child enrolled in the program: 

• Enter the date of enrollment when you introduced the FPA Process.
• Change the Associated with to the Child’s Name
• Enter “Foster- Not Required” as the Progress of the Family Goal.
• Save! You are done!

Patrick Star



Foster Families
If a Foster Parent DOES want to create an 
FPA, and does not have a biological or 
adopted child enrolled in the program: 

• Enter the date of enrollment when you introduced the FPA Process.
• Change the Associated with to the foster child’s name.
• Enter “Introduced Process- Family Goal”.
• Once the family sets a goal, Enter “Foster- Family Goal (Associate with child)” as the Progress. 
• The “Family Outcome” box ALWAYS stays blank in this situation.
• Save and update as any other FPA.

Patrick Star

*STAYS BLANK



Foster Families
If a Foster Parent has a biological or 

adopted child enrolled in the program: 

• Enter the date of enrollment when you introduced the FPA Process.
• Change the “Associated With” to the biological or adopted Child’s Name, so it does not 

follow the foster child within ChildPlus.
• Enter “Introduced Process- Family Goal”.
• Save and update as any other FPA.

Patrick Star

Introduced Process- Family Goal



Family Partnership Process 
Requirements

For more information, 
please refer to the       

Head Start             
Performance Standards 

1302.52,                           
and your supervisor.
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